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What will 2016 be remembered for? It seems highly likely that it will 
be recalled as a significant disjunction in our national trajectory. But 
will that be because of the Brexit decision or because 2016 was 
the warmest year on record? 

There are plenty of predictions about what an end to the Common 
Agricultural Policy will mean for landowners and farmers and for the 
way this will influence the extent to which land will be managed for 
the benefit of wildlife. It has been very important for Worcestershire 
Wildlife Trust to keep abreast of these predictions. Not only does the 
Trust currently receive considerable support through the CAP, but 
our key wildlife habitats and a wide range of species also benefit 
from legislative protection under EU laws and regulations. So it is 
important that the Trust has been thinking about future-proofing 
the wildlife of the county from both political and climatic change. A 
change in seasonal weather patterns seems to be underway and 
this is highly likely to result in substantial shifts in the wildlife that 
can thrive on our nature reserves and throughout the county. 

The importance of our nature reserves

While the Trust may not have the ability to see far into the future, 
one thing is certain. No matter what the political and climatic 
out-turns, a strong and well run Wildlife Trust is going to be the 
key organisation that will champion the protection of our wildlife 
and special habitats in the years to come. Our network of nature 
reserves, and the Living Landscapes in which they sit, will be 
a bastion for wildlife whatever goes on around them. As the 
climate changes they are the places where, through more natural 
processes, wildlife can adapt and realign itself. When there are 
changes to agriculture and other land use practices, our special 
places will be the ones that provide stability and a bank of wildlife 
that can repopulate surrounding areas. 

To achieve this is, of course, core to the mission of the Trust. 
However, it can be achieved only by having an organisation that 
is large and resilient, that embraces not only a diversity of wildlife 
but also a diversity of people who can come together to arrange 
things and influence others for the benefit of wildlife.

It is very reassuring to be able to report that the Wildlife Trust is in 
very good heart. All of its land holdings, now more than 70 reserves 
spread across the county, are in tip-top condition for the purpose 
of maximising the diversity and abundance of wildlife. Of course, 
we always need more such places and this year has seen some 
significant new acquisitions that either add new sites or expand 
existing ones. 

We have been very fortunate to secure a large area of plant-rich 
meadows in the south of the county, but we still need to pay for it, so 
there will have to be fundraising. However, it is good to report that 
our reputation as a well-run organisation that delivers on its mission, 
has resulted in us being given some significant land holdings which 
we can improve for wildlife over the coming years. We have also 
been taking some proactive steps to protect and enhance the wildlife 
on a number of our key reserves. This includes The Flashes at 
Upton Warren where there has always been a conundrum about 
how to manage water levels for the benefit of both birds and the 
plants and insects of the unique inland saltmarsh. Together these 
features make this a very important and complex habitat and we 
took expert hydrological advice on what determines the salinity and 
levels of water in the site. With this information we have developed 
a new long-term management plan.

Championing wildlife across Worcestershire

While it is excellent to be able to highlight success in the management 
of special places, it is much more difficult to champion wildlife across 
the county. Wildlife is everywhere and we all benefit from it wherever 
it is found. While we are keen on diversity, even common wildlife 
needs to be abundant. For that reason we have been working with 
many partners to champion wildlife wherever it is found and there 
have been some very important developments of our work in urban 
areas. In particular we have developed locally based Love your 
Local Wildlife projects in Worcester and Bromsgrove, and these 
show that collaborations with local groups can bring benefits across 
the county. One particularly fascinating project, which is starting to 
impact across the county, is concerned with insects responsible 
for pollination. Its focus has been how the diversity and numbers 
of pollinators can be maximised, and we have been very fortunate 
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MEMBERS & SUPPORTERS
Thank you to all members and supporters of Worcestershire Wildlife Trust 
who contribute to the future of wildlife in our county.

Our impact in 2016/17

10,300 household members, 1 in 25 people across Worcestershire
1,500 members of our junior wing, Watch
74 nature reserves across 1,200 hectares managed
Introduced 4,000 children to the natural world through school visits and family 

activities
Eight local volunteer groups who have run walks, talks and events across the county 
Influenced major planning decisions for the benefit of wildlife

Legacies for wildlife

Kind gifts left to us in Wills have been critical for securing nature reserves, large and 
small. We can only contemplate such significant financial commitments because of 
the foresight and generosity of members and supporters who include a gift to the 
Trust in their Wills.

We are grateful to those who have left gifts to the Trust this year. We are also grateful 
for those who have donated to us in memory of loved ones. If you would like to 
discuss leaving a gift in your Will to help our future work, or a memorial donation 
please contact us.

Grants & donations

We are grateful to the organisations and individuals who have provided us with a 
grant or donation during the year. These include:

Biffaward
Heritage Lottery Fund
Welcome to our Future
Big Lottery Fund

Tesco Bags of Help
Worcestershire CC AONB
The Norman & Evelyn Proffitt Charitable Trust
Vine House Farm

Volunteers

Volunteers are essential to every aspect of our work. Around 500 people volunteer 
for us each year. These people contribute an enormous 50,000 hours of volunteer 
time which can be conservatively estimated at a value of £422,500 (based on Living 
Wage of £8.45 per hour). We would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who 
has taken part in conservation work, education activities, office support, local group 
programmes, photography, gardening, log sales, events and fundraising to name 
just some areas where volunteers are essential. 

The Worcestershire Wildlife Medal 2016

The Worcestershire Wildlife Medal is awarded 
“For dedicated services to nature conservation in Worcestershire”.

The 2016 Worcestershire Wildlife Medal was awarded to John Bingham.

Previous recipients:

2000 Andrew Fraser & Harry Green
2001 John Meiklejohn
2002 Mike Williams
2003 Johnny Birks
2004 John Day
2005 Bert Reid
2006 Sylvia Sheldon & Peter Holmes
2007 Ron Stanton

2008 John Rhymer
2009 Chris Dobbs & Andy Graham
2010 Adrian Darby
2011 Rosemary Winnall
2012 Ian Rowat
2013 Mike Averill
2014 Tessa Carrick & Geoff Trevis
2015 The Worcestershire Flora Project 
& The Worcestershire Conservation 
Volunteers

WCNT Enterprises

This wholly owned independent company encompasses Worcestershire Wildlife 
Consultancy which provides independent ecological services to individuals and 
commercial clients. Profits from these services together with those from facilities 
hire and sales activities are covenanted directly to support the charitable activities 
of Worcestershire Wildlife Trust. Thanks to everyone who has used our consultancy, 
hired our meeting space or purchased cards, bird seed or other items from us. Every 
purchase makes a difference to wildlife.

To find out more please visit www.worcestershirewildlifeconsultancy.org

Caroline Corsie, Robin Walker and David Dench. Lower Smite Farm. © Haley Bowcock

Fabulous food. © Wendy Carter



Financial Summary
INCOME £
Membership and donations 725,106
Grants 90,534
Land management 256,561
Legacies 193,010
Other 65,870
WNCT Ents (net) 58,490
Investments (net) 54,405
Education 31,115
Timber sales 20,877

EXPENDITURE £
Nature reserves 725,420
Wider countryside 166,374
Membership & Fundraising 456,520
Education & Communication 105,341
Publications 54,910
Governance & Legal 14,508

in being able to set up research and demonstration projects at 
our Lower Smite Farm headquarters. Many people have visited 
in 2016 to learn about the project and its findings, and we expect 
many more in 2017. We have also continued to be successful in 
our contact with people of all ages through our work with schools, 
our local groups and the many different opportunities for people to 
volunteer for wildlife.

A growing membership

After remaining static for some time our membership is again 
growing, which must be a reflection of increasing recognition 
that the Trust is the organisation that effectively acts to protect 
and enhance wildlife throughout the county. At the end of March 
2017 we had a total of over 10,300 household members, around 
one in twenty five people within Worcestershire. We also had 
over 1,500 members in our junior wing, Watch. Our eight local 
volunteer groups across the county are thriving, and their walks 
and talks inspire many about the importance of wildlife whilst 

raising important funds. Our finances remain in good heart and 
well managed but we need to grow as there are always calls for 
initiatives beyond our current resources.

Looking ahead to our 50th anniversary

All of the Trust’s activities, and its ability to respond to political 
and climatic changes, can only be achieved if is well-funded and 
well-organised. The Trust is just about to pass into its 50th year. 
So much has been achieved since the Trust was established and 
we shall be celebrating that in a number of ways. However, with a 
beckoning new world order so much more will need to be achieved 
over the next 50. 

Thank you to our members, volunteers, staff and trustees for all you 
do for Worcestershire Wildlife Trust. I’d also like to thank our funders 
and partners who work with us to protect wildlife for the future. 

Graham Martin,
Chair of Worcestershire Wildlife Trust

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES 
(INCLUDING INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT) 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2017
    31.3.17 31.3.16 
 Unrestricted  Designated  Restricted Total funds Total funds
 funds  funds funds
 £ £ £ £ £

INCOME AND ENDOWMENTS FROM
Donations and legacies 727,724 193,010 87,916 1,008,650 1,248,102
Charitable activities
Education 31,115 – – 31,115 30,485
Land Management Grant 226,244 17,370 12,947 256,561 210,623

Other trading activities 345,017 – – 345,017 374,876
Investment income 60,625 – – 60,625 49,531
Other income 35,029 4,786 – 39,815 36,456

Total 1,425,754 215,166 100,863 1,741,783 1,950,073

EXPENDITURE ON
Raising funds 759,471 7,184 5,098 771,753 678,511
Charitable activities
Education & Communication 105,341 – – 105,341 94,801
Wider Countryside 164,649 – 1,725 166,374 170,267
Reserves 558,635 33,582 133,203 725,420 658,405

Total 1,588,096 40,766 140,026 1,768,888 1,601,984

Net gains/(losses) on fixed assets – – – – –
Net gains/(losses) on investments – 180,260 – 180,260 (112,478)

NET INCOME/(EXPENDITURE) (162,342) 354,660 (39,163) 153,155 235,611
Transfers between funds (38,175) 18,732 19,443 – –

Net Movement in funds (200,517) 373,392 (19,720) 153,155 235,611

RECONCILIATION OF FUNDS

Total funds brought forward 5,364,662 2,290,250 5,512,209 13,167,121 12,931,510

TOTAL FUNDS CARRIED FORWARD 5,164,145 2,663,642 5,492,489 13,320,276 13,167,121

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31 MARCH 2017
 Group Charity
 31.3.17 31.3.16 31.3.17 31.3.16
 £ £ £ £

FIXED ASSETS
Tangible assets 11,212,944 11,224,529 11,211,982 11,222,757
Investments 1,845,466 1,672,609 1,855,466 1,682,609

 13,058,410 12,897,138 13,067,448 12,905,366
CURRENT ASSETS

Stocks 50,359 37,454 – –
Debtors 280,334 377,185 381,835 434,273

Cash at bank and in hand 535,517 427,592 465,572 379,393

 866,210 842,231 847,407 813,666

CREDITORS
Amounts falling due within one year (192,788) (277,804) (184,518) (259,484)

NET CURRENT ASSETS 673,422 564,427 662,889 554,182

TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT LIABILITIES 13,731,832 13,461,565 13,730,337 13,459,548

CREDITORS
Amounts falling due after more than one year (411,556) (294,444) (411,556) (294,444)

NET ASSETS 13,320,276 13,167,121 13,318,781 13,165,104

FUNDS
Unrestricted funds 7,827,787 7,654,912 7,816,381 7,643,775

Restricted funds 5,492,489 5,512,209 5,502,400 5,521,329

TOTAL FUNDS 13,320,276 13,167,121 13,318,781 13,165,104

Financial Report

Unrestricted Funds
These represent income that may be 
used without any restriction to meet the 
charity’s objectives

Designated Funds
The Trustees may formally designate part 
of the unrestricted funds for a particular 
purpose, although any unspent funds 
may later be re-classified as unrestricted.

Restricted Funds
These are funds that have been given by 
donors and funding bodies for specific 
purposes and such income may only 
be spent in furthering those purposes 
or objectives.

Financial Performance
Before adding £180,260 gains on 
investments, a deficit of £27,105 was 
recorded in the year. Income included 
£193,010 from legacies and £24,903 from 
our trading subsidiary. Net assets stand 
at £13,320,276, of which £11,212,944 
represents the value of our nature reserves 
and other fixed assets and £1,845,466 the 
value of our investments. At 31 March 
2017 £2,663,642 was designated for use 
in conservation and development projects.

Independent Auditors’ Report 
to the members and trustees of 
Worcestershire Wildlife Trust

Due to the increasing length of Auditors’ 
Reports required by today’s accounting 
standards, it is not possible to include 
the report in this brief financial summary. 
However, the Auditors’ Report from 
Thorne Widgery is included in the 
Trust’s published accounts, which will 
be available at or immediately after the 
Annual General Meeting.

For the purposes of this Annual 
Review, the Trustees are pleased to 
confirm that with the exception of the 
pension deficit (which is discussed in the 
full audit report), the audit was successfully 
completed and the information in the 
Trustees’ Annual Report, from which 
this statement of financial activities and 
balance sheet are extracted, is consistent 
with the financial statements.

Auditors:
Thorne Widgery Accountancy Ltd 

Statutory Auditor 
2 Wyevale Business Park 

Hereford 
HR4 7BS
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Upton Warren Flashes. © Andy Harris


