Birds to see...

Avocet. The UK’s first
inland-breeding avocets
nested at The Flashes in
2003 — a 24hr vigil was
established to protect their
eggs. Their numbers have
grown each year; in 2017
22 pairs managed to fledge
27 chicks.

Curlew. The now rare curlew are still holding
on at Upton Warren and can be seen
throughout autumn and winter, roosting at The
Flashes most evenings.

Water rail. These elusive
birds often give themselves
away by their pig-like
squealing. The best chance
for spotting one is in front of
the Water Rail Hide at

The Moors.

Bullfinch. As you walk along the paths keep
a look out for the bright peachy breasts of

a male bullfinch in the hedges and trees;
their bills are specially adapted to eat seeds
and buds but in summer you may see them
catching insects to feed to their young.

Cetti’s warbler. These
small brown birds are
true skulkers but listen for
their loud bursts of song
from the cover of reeds or
scrub; if you’re lucky you
may catch sight of a dark
warbler dashing through.

There are separate car parks for The Moors and The Flashes, parking is
free for members of the Trust and day permit holders. The car park (and
overflow) at The Flashes is owned by Aztec Adventure; please respect
users of the Sailing Centre. The reserve (and car park at The Moors) is
open dawn to dusk. The Flashes car park is open April-September
9am-8pm, October-March 9am-4pm.

Group and school visits by arrangement: 01905 754919

The Christopher Cadbury Wetland Reserve is one of over 75 nature
reserves owned and cared for by Worcestershire Wildlife Trust that
form part of our vision for a Living Landscape for Worcestershire. By
working with other landowners, managers and communities we aim
to restore, recreate and reconnect fragmented habitats to achieve a
landscape where wildlife can flourish and people can live happier and
healthier lives.

Worcestershire Wildlife Trust relies on the support of its
members and on donations and grants.

For more information about the Trust visit

www.worcswildlifetrust.co.uk

Lower Smite Farm, Smite Hill, Hindlip, Worcester, WR3 8SZ
Tel: 01905 754919
Email: enquiries@worcestershirewildlifetrust.org
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SUMMER Avocet, little ringed plover, oystercatcher, black-headed gull,
Mediterranean gull, banded demoiselle

AUTUMN Shoveler, teal, lapwing, passage waders (often unusual birds),
southern hawker dragonfly

WINTER Snipe, curlew, water rail, kingfisher, siskin, redpoll, redwing,
fieldfare, otter

Shoveler. In 2014 a pair of these distinctive
ducks bred at Upton Warren — the first time in

Worcestershire since 1947. In 2017 there were
two families of this scarce UK breeding duck.

Baird’s sandpiper. This is just one of many rare
birds that visit both The Moors and The Flashes
pools during spring and autumn when birds are
migrating to and from summer breeding grounds
(often in the Arctic or Scandinavia) and wintering
grounds (often Africa).
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The saltmarsh includes plants that are rarely found inland
such as sea spurrey and reflexed saltmarsh grass. The
muddy margins are home to numerous invertebrates at
different stages of their lifecycle — it’s this mass of food and
salinity that attracts the birds. As well as supporting avocets,
| ’ which would normally be found in more estuarine and coastal
| l envirznr?ents,lthe saltma(r’sh gttrr]actlf lIJreeding bli(rdbsI IiI;e Iitrt:e
ringed plover, lapwing and redshank. It is remarkable for t .
= waders that drop in while migrating — birds such as wgod gunnmgdale
sandpiper, black-tailed godwit, ruff as well as rarities like
red-necked phalarope and even two American wading birds;
The Moors pools are situated on former agricyltural . Baird’s sandpiper and least sandpiper.

was formed around 200 million years ago. Subsequent
underground brine extraction caused subsidence and

flooding — the saline pools and saltmarsh were born. Tl
saltmarsh and the unusual collection of birds and othe,
wildlife that it supports has resulted in the nature res
designation as a Site of Special Scientific Interest.

to keep the open nature of the pools here
is needed - from clearing reeds to dredgi

Member subscriptions and day permits help to fund our
conservation work but our volunteers are vital in managing
these habitats and other important features that wildlife
relies on at Upton Warren — from maintaining islands for
breeding birds and clearing vegetation to managing
trees and hedges to maintaining visitor access.
Grazing cattle help to keep reeds and other

birds and small mammal vegetation in check.

The site is surrounded by a ne'
associated scrub vegetation/t
throughout the site. As well
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Our volunteers meet weekly — if you'd like to join
in, visit our website for more information or get
in touch with us on 01905 754919 or
enquiries@worcestershirewildlifetrust.org



