House of Commons

London

SW1A 0AA

I am writing to urge you to help persuade the Government to put biosecurity and vaccination at the centre of efforts to tackle bovine TB (bTB) rather than a badger cull.  Vaccination of badgers and cattle (when a vaccine is available) has the potential to reduce bTB without the negative impacts of perturbation arising from a cull.

Earlier this year, Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust was the first non-governmental organisation to begin deployment of the injectable BadgerBCG vaccine. It is also being used by the National Trust, National Farmers Union/Badger Trust and as part of a Government funded trial.  Vaccination targets the disease, rather than the badger population, and a reduction in the disease in badgers could reduce the degree of TB transmission to cattle.  
Instead of proceeding with a badger cull, the Government should pursue the following as a matter of priority:

· Support landowners to improve on-farm biosecurity and the deployment of the injectable BadgerBCG vaccine;
· Continue to develop an oral vaccine for badgers;
· Complete development of a cattle vaccine and secure change to EU regulation to permit its commercial deployment.
I hope you will help persuade the Government to urgently change its approach to tackling bovine TB.
Yours sincerely,
